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COMMITTEE
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. Wnited States Senate
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202) 224-5824 VETERANS' AFFAIRS

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

LOUISIANA

May 2, 2016

The Honorable Laura Vaught

Associate Administrator for Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW

Room 3426 ARN

Washington, DC %

Dear Admin. Vaught:

I am writing on benaif ot concerning an issue involving the
EPA, Region 6. | have enclosed all of the relevant documents | have received for your
review.

recently wrote to Regional Administrator Ron Curry outlining [l
concerns regarding air emissions by Wood Resources, LLC in Harahan, Louisiana..:
contends that Wood Resources has exceeded the limits required to obtain an air quality
permit. - is requesting that Region 6 conduct air quality particulate testing in
the area.

Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter. If you have any
questions or comments, please contact Michael Eby in my Baton Rouge Office at (225)
929-7711.

Sincerely,

K// 6!,( /%.7/, 2.0,

Bill Cassidy, M.D.
United States Senator

BC\ME

Encl.
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April 29, 2016

The Honorable Ron Curry

Regional Administrator, Region 6

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200

Dallas, TX 75202 (via email curry.ron@epa.gov and U.S. mail)

RE: Request for air quality testing in Harahan, Louisiana for particulate matter being
generated by Wood Resources LLC from sand dredging and stockpiles, concrete
crushing, limestone and aggregate stockpiles, and compost processing.

Dear Mr. Curry:
We request the EPA conduct air quality (particulate) testing in our residential community.

Wood Resources LLC has a facility at 6148 River Rd, Harahan, LA 70123 on the Mississippi River
batture (the river bank between the levee and the water). At this facility, Wood Resources has
at least four operations: (1) sand dredging and stockpiles, (2) concrete crushing, (3) limestone
and aggregate stockpiles, and (4) composting of manure, stable refuse, woodwaste and food
stuffs. See photos attached showing facility location adjacent to residential community
including schools and churches.

During 2015, Wood Resources received 914,073 cubic yards of dredged sand from its affiliate
Wood Materials according to official reports filed with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries (copies attached). Wood Resources emissions from its sand stockpile activity are
largely uncontrolled--stockpiles are not watered, trucks often are not covered, haul roads are
not kept watered, and sand is not promptly removed from paved roads. Visible sand storms
invading the adjoining residential community are common.

A particulate emission factor for uncontrolled sand or aggregate stockpile operations is 0.33
pound of emissions per ton of material handled." Applying that emission factor, Wood

! The South Coast Air Quality Management District, the air pollution control agency for all of Orange County and
the urban portions of Los Angeles, Riverside and San Bernardino counties, published emission factors for aggregate
processes. See Particulate Matter (PM) Emission Factors for Processes/Equipment at Asphalt, Cement, Concrete,
and Aggregate Plants (Dec. 2014) (http://www.agmd.gov/docs/default-source/planning/annual-emission-
reporting/particulate-matter-emission-factors-for-processes-equipment-at-asphalt-cement-concrete-and-
aggragate-product-plants.pdf?sfvrsn=10). The South Coast Air Quality Management District recommended that
facilities calculate emissions from an open storage stockpile of aggregate material by multiplying the annual
tonnage of stored material by an emission factor of 0.33 for uncontrolled emissions.

See also, the U.S. EPA's most recent emission factor data for the sand and gravel industry set out in Emission
Factor Documentation for AP-42, Section 11.19.1, Sand and Gravel Processing, Final Report (April 1995}
(nttps://www3.epa.gov/ttnchiel/ap42/ch11/bgdocs/b11s19-1.pdf). The EPA reported factors for emissions from a
combination of storage pile wind erosion, material handling, and vehicle traffic are set out in Table 4-1 at page 4-6



The Honorable Ron Curry page 2
Regional Administrator, Region 6 i
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Resources is estimated to have annual particulate emissicns of 181 tons based on. its 2015
receipt of 914,073 cubic yards of sand.

914,073 cu. yds. X 1.2 ton/cu. yd. X 0.33 |b. emissions/ton of material handled + 2000 |5s./ton
= 180.99 tons of @amissions

Additional emissions are caused by its concrete crushing operations, limestone stockpiles, and
composting operations.

Despite having estimated annual releases of greater than 180 tons of particulate matter, a
regulated air pollutant, Wood Resources has never applied for a Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality air permit.

Wood Resources receives its sand by dredging from the bottom of the Mississippi River. There
is concern that the dredged sand contains heavy metals and other harmful components
deposited into the River hy upstream industries.

The community also has concerns about the particulate sizes. We know that OSHA recently
recognized silica as a carcinogenic and issued a rule concerning workforce exposure to silica
{sand). The dangerous silica is the smaller particles, so therefore, we are concerned about the
particle size of blown sand. Sand particles get ground to a smaller size by truck traffic in the pits
and haul roads, and by the compression weight of high sand piles. The sand pits across from our
homes are as much as 27 feet from top to bottom when full.

Much of this sand is now being delivered to the Louis Armstrong New Orleans International
Airport for fill material for the new North Terminal buildings--a federally funded project. This is
a matter of federal concern.

Requested Action:

We request the assistance of the EPA to measure the (1) quantity, (2) components, and (3)
particle size of the blowing sand or particulate matter invading our community. To be
meaningful, the testing of the blown sand needs to be done when we have nriot had rain for
several days and the surface sand is dry. Also, it should.be on a day or days when the wind is
from the southeast, and at locations along Riverside Drive adjacent to the levee.

of its Report, but declined to publish an emission factor for a stockpile only. However, the EPA published emission
factor for a combination of storage pile wind erosion, material handling, and vehicle traffic is relevant to Wood
Resources sand operations.



The Honorable Ron Curry page 3
Regional Administrator, Region 6
U.S. Environmerital Protection Agency

\We thank vou for your time and assistance. If you need any additiorai inforination, please
4 y Y
contact us imiinediately.

Sincerely,

’

¢ The Honorable David Vitter, U.S. Senator (David Vitter@Vitter.Senate.gov)
The Honorable Bill Cassidy, M.D., U.S. Senator (Bill_Cassidy@Cassidy.Senage.gov)
The Honorable Steve Scalise, U.S. Representative (Charles.Henry@mail.house.gov)
The Honorable Chuck Carr Brown, Ph. D., Secretary, Louisiana Dept. of Environmental
Quality (DEQ-WWWOfficeoftheSecretaryContact@la.gov)
The Honorable Tina Miceli, Mayor, City of Harahan (Tina.Miceli@ci.haraha.la.us)

The Honorable Council Members, City of Harahan

attachments:

1) Photos showing location of sand pits, concrete crushing plant, aggregate stockpiles, and
composting operation in vicinity of Harahan residential community.

2) Official reports filed with Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries showing 2015
receipt of 924,073 cubic yards of sand. — : '
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Report Date

3/12/2015
8/3/2015

9/15/2015

10/22/2015

10/29/2015

11/30/2015
11/30/2015

‘Sep.

Attachment 2

Report
Month

Feb. 2035

Aug. 2015
ep. 2015
Sen. 20LL
Cce. 2615
Oct. 2015
Nov. 2015
TOTAL 2015

of sand

Dredge
start Uate

e mis

¢ '/ f ?:'4’ S
¥, L. 2025
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i0/8/2015
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11/3/2015

Dred e
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s/ 3’2015 :
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Official reports filed with Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries showing 2015 receipt of 914,073 cubic yards

. Quantity

Pit ' {Cubic Yards) -
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204,857

145,308
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83,783
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83932 .



),

sm\\ﬁ \ s ?

g i v w\w\.

\NWI\NQWM%\QMNN% Jarpunp) duoydejey, - -
el ‘ -

J%P\I \uvﬁﬂd L.M.

EEERHIS] Plry 110 ‘army b

s,

3)yoq pie afpoy! Ty

AT G 1530 Kg) O) 5§ PUU O £g PTG 1o0g SEG 10U zﬁzcﬁ sHfY 1o SRRl 98)H) Fopl Ly b_éga a1} DL 202]597 |

Jjaineubig

301 ‘\u\wﬂu/ﬁﬂm opiL, E_w SUIBN

"o ot 7D
GQ&E%Q | @%@ wopeayN20 % T w
W \ Nx\whﬁ. W .. L on? w\f\.M K * k&\
A 7 , - ) L .sk ” .,x
o .nm.m.,\w st \u\"\mﬂw (el
R % m&\. %% w
i e i ssw av
. 1 P R - - ,..pi, -
S A bl e 57 MRISeS S LI Bag |
G4 TPty — RN b LSETOU TR L ) wss
angd T ks BEY SpABREL BUWGU pUE- Bqinf] | perowsy
ol | Ayenag ?ﬁnm | Aedon 1ejo, B0 1ie e 116181
—— - dem_;__u%:uc m;.xcawu \w\_n.
y=a O LH0daY NOWN
G ?c \ﬁ HOH LHOdAH ATHL

sleleap JEUmBwW oAl SpuBs 44 28N 10,

{20 1d NEYYL SYH ALALLOY ONID (T ON 2 z'.;mv
HINOW TriL. 40,8k AHL JHOJIE HO NG A= 38 LSNIN LHOdE SItL

0AZA-VBE0G it XE]

BYJWIO ] |10 tRagueyIy

TZLOL V1 'SuBsji) ME N '
OLE BYRE BN 240LBONET] L2028

soalelysl-| pue mt_mu:%hmw:a:n redog) BUBISINGT

P

&

3

(T TR

GO0k

Iay]



\
syleq e

v

&

: Lo o api) pue swieN
Sy e

r “ 1 )

“GIR|CLIU0 PUE 1091100 O f3;[2] PUE e8pajaoy
} P sU R as(f Fuipy 103 AV[2uSd Sl 1OPUN 21R[I0p

T aimjeubis

PRV g |

s? ) Jaquiny suoydsaay

(e &J:

AT )¢ 1509 oy 03 $1 puu wa K¢ peuuieke uaaq sel kodat i

Ucpe3349d
f
_ , .
e PR — ETTT \J.(\‘. oy AP TN ALY [t
e RS | Tk e PP A R T
azo QWY UL L ung 9.8 spAolgry | 9 weu pue {2 "wory) JBGWNN POADILDY
1810 | Ayeuad|  Ayedloy Ajedoy 210 4 | UeRI 0 e seye 9sUSD 24018 W

JUEBL i:i.:@o Bunaodoy
~7 S ?\1\ A q\.\ﬁQDA
o7 oz 5P W,.,i T HO04 1¥OdTY ATHLNOW
v

siajesp (eUatew |1y 4o 18l ‘pues Ag osn ung

(30¥1d NIMYL SYH ALIALLOV ONIOAUA ON di NIAT)
HINOW FHL 40 G} JHL FHO043d YO NC 0374 39 LSNIN 14043 SIHL

N4ZS-PRZ-P0S it Xed
sjuLad (] UolueRy
ZZ104 Y 'SUBDHO Man
DT BING ‘BANCY SJoyseNeT LZ0T
SOLIASI PUE 3JIPIA JO elltedaq _URISINOT

i



) .‘s\wlxzrﬂ ainyzubig

- P e - } 1) 5 - e A - ‘
=] S [ e by VL T
Qwhﬁm, %3) taquin suoydeja) : p— e s , B[l pUE BweN
/ %M.;T 7 N KA / ?‘u\ﬁ‘ ot i VUVM‘%
T WO PUB JILICD ‘A Jeiiag pur Afpajmowy

€
AR U oy sy ¢ 81 PUR SW £ pauLioxs teaq 8By podat Aom SIYI JRY) SUNRI 98], FULY 107 Ajeuad oy opi vieppp |

o

0
AP
~g

\.,‘}l

¥

uonesynRIe)

F T T | BE R B b i -SR] TR0

ang OF% b | arg | oiEw Sph arqny SWEBU FUE (1 wol) T JoquwnN | Feacwisy
jeio | Ajeuey Aehoy Aefoy 120 | UQIIR2 07 }id s&le( 98 VoL leloisi

| Qwea Aurdwos Sugaodoy
D} w\ w‘“wxuﬁﬁ\ IEze8s
<7 e \“,ﬂnw(&%*hf\f, HOd 1HO0d3¥ ATHLNOW

SIB1BSP [RUBJBW i) JU JOACIS ‘PURS Ag 830 Jo

(30V1d N3XMYL SYH ALIALLDY ONISTIHA ON i N3A3T)
HLNOW THL 40 S} H1 TH0439 O NO aT14 39 1SN L¥0dIY SIHL

0LZSVRT-POG 4 K2
SHuled fli4 uonusyy
ZCLOL VT 'SURR[IO MaN
(L7 BUNG "2AUQ BICUSLIL| L2027
SoHaLS|| PUB SJlIPIIM 40 Wiswiledag eueisino



L
g
\,,mﬂ M\\.hm \u&\. ~ .,\
-~

xwﬂ, =5 T\WJ\\

¢ \b(w laquiny auoydele) .

A JO 15 o1 O

ajeQ

L

ST 411 Ac PRUIUEXD U203 Sy 11edo

g

"2y9lctucd puw Joudtwd Ona '19i[eq put sEpspaauy
2 AT _:EE I 18y sTmaT asie; Buyry £0F Afeusd oy) Jopun oamawp |

ainieudis

Bj}; pue owepN

uopEIIIBY
oyt PR T ER T = T RV 1T 3T AR L3 0 S B v
TV — | RN 62| P L] Foafoq Oy [ S g F e
ang W% 2L L ong CEEN sNA SIGnD SLEU pUS 0] ' woid) 19qunN | pescwoy
1204 Ajeusd fyehoy Alefoyy 210§ UcliRu O] Jig e esusoy . el e
swean Luedwos Sutiodoy
. =
)Q aw : L\w 747 \w w\,.
— 0z e i&mﬁ«x mo“_ L4043 izpzoz

S.9129p {easell || 4o |ural ‘pues g asn 104

(30V1d NEXVL SVH ALIALLOY ONIDAIMA ON 41 NIAT)
HLINOW JHL 40 ;S IHL 240438 HO NO a4 39 LSNIN 1HO0d3Y SiHL

074582705 # x4
SHWIO [jid :uonusyy
TZLOL YL SULBlO MeN
012 81.NS 'BAlI(] 8I0YSSNET |L20Z
saliaysid pue oiPIAA JO Juswlieda( eurISINoT




\.A.o“k N\\x VN\ .’p _/\J. / ajeq
\uerNl,ﬁ&MN.v ﬂ@%aa—zsz atoydojoy .

) \ aineublg

AT
1 4

,
| S
)

74

ﬁﬂw\;\\w

A jo 18aq ay; € sf pue o A4 pUiLEYe usaq swry jrodox

.\f\v M

b
S V! o) 9BLL pue owen
\omL.\\ ﬁo,gm :

“RIAUGY LR JORL00 'GI; uijeq pu aipaj aty

ATQBICR S 4841 usier espy 8711 1oy Aypecad s JAPUN YAR[IOP |

HINOW IHL 0

uoyeayijian
— e " | s
2 : g
8 R O 22 e B S B e e = [ oo o
eng NI 2L 81 MRy sph aignn 2Weu U (01 "wosg) 1aqiunpn pasc wayj
€01 AllPuag)  Ajefoy Arefoy I=jeg U IRDoT )1d soje(] @sueq) |2La ey
auen futdwod Suprodoy
ST EMEIO
5 o2 L “¥O: LUOJTY ATHLNOW
=i AFXET )
SIgjeap [elejew iy wu [eaeib ‘pues K¢ asn o
{(30V7d NIMVYL SYH ALIALLOV SNIDAIUA ON 41 NIAZ)

wd 3HL 3H0438 MO NO a3 14 39 LSNiN 1¥0d3Y SIHL

G/2Sp8e-104 f xng
SHUD ||t suopjueny
CCHOL Y 'sueopg mapy

L2 QNG "aniie) 2104SOYET {707

SUMOYSLE PUE SJIRJIA L0 Juaunedag euersiney




\».V.ﬁm‘\&ml,\w égssz auoydajay

T ole
Sy

4
¥

PNy ,Q . \)Q ) aumeubis
§.\C@\w\ ﬁu\ﬁ\w_mm

ORI o e by ot g

opiL pue JweN

“NAAOD PUR 1924109 I 1§I113q PUR 3pI[mony
Qe 10 183¢) 3.1 0) $UPLR B0 A7 panunaxa 1324 sei podar £ (e sup ey swinia1 asiry Suny 483 Sieusd 3yl Lpun 21ejdzp (

....o:mou_z._mo

/

RS2 )

— ok ‘l P T W ) 3 7 O M WO 10, v w
3B i & | S— !
" | A 3.
: 2SN : 1) ST ZeE T PSS
W P GO (152 By J...Sﬁr.m i R 0 T am Ay
oy SEwT L g Ges | SpASETD CISE O WL UG.o | IBCWNN | JOAOWRY
€01 Ajeuadl  AjeAoy »._"ia.a,” gyl LoD Het L s0eQg Nulied [euLEN

e ANGS ] FPEXT]

sweu fuecwos Eugpioday

Mnmw U4

\T\U&DT\Q HdOd LH0dA™ ATHANOW

cis[eap (Bl 212l |+ 10 |oARIE ‘puzs Agssniod

YIUQW 3y} JO G| B 94043 IO UG Pajl} 89 ISNW odalr siyy

SIYTS9L (STT) Xey
ueluey BijYs ‘uoiitisny
400, ¥ ‘8hnoy Loy
CEf B3NS 'aslil] NenT NNz

SalaySId Pue 8JIIPIA JO JuBwRdeg BUEISINOT




\ﬂm%\wwmwﬁx. JQ JsquinN euoydaje
<

\W.\\OM.\ Q\ aleQq

uopEsyIIY

S 5 iodmeubiig

}Nﬁtc o <; Sl pus oue

*5131dLL0s PUE 193103 *3nT) 'j31jaq DUR TP MoU
ALLI3 1890 313 O) 51 9L S A PIULULND U3 Sey MG AJIUoLs SHfE UL Swiis dsyes Bupy 10) Ajeusd sy sapun a4uaep |

ouiey Suedwoy Bujpucoy

—T)0e

>77 PP @)

SJQjBSp [ELaLaUI 1 0 [BaviB puRs AQ A%N 104

7N0( ) HO4 LHOdZN ATHINOW

LRLOW &4} JO .G BU3 010K 4o U pajl og 1snw Modes siyL

SOLBYSIH PUE AP 30 Juswiedsy) Bueisingy

STHTSYL (ST Xey
UeLuoy BIRYE [uoueY
BleoL v | wbuoy uuey
€7 OUNS '9AUT NENT H93E

r
NG el 71 50 . ) S T §|
0E a \.\ (7 _|wm T, TRy L +d <TIg)i M )
Y 1¥el 0% 2b § 5nQ T any PADIBEAS T T N TR ToL Wel=) LT BELGIIERS
0L Ajeuag AAcy Aighong {elod uonEO Iy . s9jeQ Hwigy CIEHEIR






